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SMALL TOWN | BIG NEWS

It was with great sadness that we 
learned of the passing of talented art-
ist and dngSTUDIO owner Dale Nigel 
Goble on December 15, 2019. Dale was 
a friendly and gentle individual who 
always made time for a smile and a 
chat and was a much-loved member 
of the Downtown Duncan community. 
His colourful and welcoming store-
front on Station Street brought joy to 
all who passed by and contributed a 
generous splash of unique design to 
the downtown core. He leaves behind 
an admirable body of work communi-
cated in a range of mediums includ-
ing paint, sculpture, silkscreen, and 
wood cutting. His portfolio includes 
designs for clients including the Unit-
ed Nations and Four Seasons Hotels, 
as well as illustrations for a series of 
children’s books, and logo design for 
Downtown Duncan businesses such as 
Craig Street Brewpub, Cardino Shoes, 
and Little Bird Greets, Sweets & 
Treats. His loss is deeply felt by many 
and leaves an immense void in the 
arts community of the Cowichan Val-
ley as well as in the downtown busi-
ness community, but we know that his 
legacy will be lasting. We will miss you 
Dale, and all of the colour and joy that 
you and your art brought to our awe-
some little town and to the world. 

Dale Nigel Goble
1972 - 2019

Dale’s studio on Station Street has served a place for those 
who knew him to leave their condolences and remember-

ances.
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Upcoming show to honour 
influential Duncan artist.
On Saturday, February 8th, 2020, Portals Gallery, 
which can be found on 2687 James St right here in 
Duncan, will be hosting a retrospective of Dale’s 
work from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm. This will be a one 
day only show event where attendees will have 
the opportunity to view and purchase some of 
his most memorable works from accross his ca-
reer. You can still see Dale’s incredible work on 
his website dngstudio.com
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RURAL DIVIDEND GRANT PROJECT

Hul’q’umi’num street signs, a documentary film project, workshops and 
more! Grant continues to bring great value to Downtown Duncan.

January is off to an exciting start as 
various projects associated with the 
Rural Dividend Grant come together 
in a big way! Read on for more infor-
mation about some exciting activities 
the DDBIA has undertaken thank you 
to this great opportunity courtesy of 
the provincial government.

Hul’q’umi’num Signage Project
One of the larger grant projects we are 
working on at the DDBIA is in collab-
oration with Cowichan Tribes. Togeth-
er we hope to place bilingual signs in 
English and Hul’q’umi’num on streets 
downtown like Station, Government, 
Canada, and 1st through 4th streets 
in recognition of our shared heritage 
and positive working relationship.  
The DDBIA collaborated with 
Qu’wut’sun Employment Centre to 
put on a program bringing togeth-
er Cowichan Tribes youth and Elders 
with DDBIA staff to devise names in 
Hul’q’umi’num for these streets. This 
program was a great learning oppor-
tunity which deepened the DDBIA’s 
relationship with Cowichan Tribes and 
knowledge of Hul’q’umi’num. Some 
of the names on the table include 
“liloot” (train) for Station Street and 
“thuthiqut” (forest) for 4th street. 
Bilingual street signage projects simi-
lar to the Hul’q’umi’num Signage Proj-
ect have successfully come together 
in cities like Toronto and Victoria. Stay 
tuned for an upcoming Duncan City 
Council meeting in which we hope to 
have this initiative formally approved 
so we can see this project through. 
Also watch for a documentary the 
Downtown Duncan BIA is producing 
with a new local media business to 
chronicle this big moment!

Other Projects 
The Rural Dividend Grant is funding 
projects beyond the Hul’q’umi’num 
Signage Project as well. One such

project is a comprehensive survey of 
our downtown Duncan member busi-
nesses. The acquisition of proper 
data is a key element to government 
funded grant endeavours like this and 
contributes extensively to the work 
and planning of this organization too. 
If you have filled out this survey al-
ready, we thank you greatly and if you 
haven’t had a chance to yet, we’d love 
to hear from you, or you can find it on 
our website at downtownduncan.ca.

LUCY THOMAS TELLS US US 
WHAT IT WOULD MEAN TO SEE 

STREET SIGNS IN HUL’Q’UMI’NUM  
HUL’Q’UMI’NUM (PICTURED ABOVE)

Filling our our latest member survey could land 
you an amazing marketing package including a 

30 second branding video!

Also, on offer for members this winter, 
is a Best HR Practices workshop with 
Ingrid Vaughan of Smart HR. It takes 
place on Thursday January 30th and 
costs just $30 to attend. Your ticket 
includes important take home mate-
rials and ready to implement policies 
for your business; light refreshments 
from Just Jakes will also be served. 
Future workshops will address im-
portant topics for local businesses in-
cluding crime prevention and first aid. 
We’re always open to suggestions too! 
Send us a reccomendation for what 
kind of workshops you would love to 
partake in or, that you think would be 
of importance or value to commerce 
in downtown Duncan. Stay tuned for 
more news from this exciting project!
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With last weeks surprise dumping of snow putting a halt 
to most normal activities downtown, we wanted to send 
out a huge “thank-you” to the City Of Duncan’s trusty pub-
lic works team for working around the clock to clear our 
streets get things back up and running!

In 2019 the DDBIA ventured into its 
largest video production project ever 
showcasing a number of our down-
town businesses like never before. We 
partnered with 9 unique businesses, 3 
non-profits, and the City Of Duncan to 
produce a total of 13 videos that played 
on CTV Vancouver Island and across 
multiple social media platforms. Rich 
media content like branding videos 
are becoming increasingly important 
for local businesses to maintain a 
strong online presence and target po-
tential customers through online ad 
platforms. This is why we’re pleased to 
announce that we’re doing it all again 
in 2020! We will offer a limited num-
ber of spaces in our exclusive part-
nership with CTV in 2 rounds starting 

At the DDBIA, we are committed to 
being business leaders in the commu-
nity by providing dynamic and use-
ful services to our members through 
our various programs. From print ads 
to billboards, help with your website 
or advice on a social media strategy, 
we’ve got something for you, or we’re 
working on it. We want to make sure 
that downtown Duncan stays fresh 
and always has access to the latest 
marketing tools out there. If you’ve 
got questions or want to find out 
about how you could be better using 
the DDBIA as a creative resource, get 
in contact with Executive Director Ian 
Locke, he’d love to get you started.

PROGRAM PROGRESS

Video Marketing & Beyond! Take 
advantage of your Membership! 

PRINT ADS, WEBSITE ADVICE, 
BILLBOARDS & SOCIAL MEDIA, THE  
MANY WAYS THE DDBIA CAN HELP 

Join us Thursday, January 23rd, 5:30-
7:30 for our first social of 2020. Local 
wine and beer will be served by dona-
tion alongside food from The Ainslie.

Join us at our next Social to 
meet the team and your down-

town neigbours.

DIGGING OUR TIRELESS PUBLIC 
WORKS CREW!

in March; more 
details to be an-
nounced soon. 
In the meantime, 
don’t forget that 
Video services 
are available to 
DDBIA members 
year-round all 
at below-mar-
ket rates! Send 
us a message, 
we’d love to help 
you, our mem-
ber business-
es, acheive your 
marketing goals 
and spark new 
growth!


